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SATURDAY, November the 34, 1759. 


Facies non omnibus una 
Nee diverfa-tamen. 


To the BUSY BODY. 


§ HE fingular Mau bears a very diftant refemblance 
to the odd Man whom I had the honour to pre- 
fent to you fome time ago. The latter varies 
from the reft of mankind in all laudable in- 
tances, and is deficient in moft perfeétions and 
accomplifhments. ‘The former is generally a very fine gentle- 
man, fubject and attached to fome peculiarities that perhaps are 
feldom known except to his .domeftics and his moft intimate 
friends ; but when *known, they are fuch as give a very re- 
markable turn to his character. The odd Man is only to be 
found in Enghand. fingular Man is to be found every’ 
where: But I fhall confine myfelf to the Angular Englfhman, 
not even thinking to delineate the fingulartties of any foreigner, 
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although he were Peuralized. The odd Man fhuns good com- 
pany. The fi ngular Man bears a part in every {cene of polite- 
nefs, and is prefent in every rout and affembly with which our 
metropolis abounds. Yet it is obfervable that a certain ftuffrefs 
embarrafles the moft elegant : actions of his life. He is civil 
without being eafy : Could he attain to eafe, he mutt natu- 
rally fhake off thofe fhackles with which he appears manacled. 
He is governed by his watch, and fcorns to be outdone in re- 
gularity,. by time itfelf. He conforms to the hours of other 
people abroad, but in his own houfe he differs from the gene- 
ral hours, and dines at leaft half an hour fooner than the reft 
of the world. His dinner ftays for no perfon whatever. The 
fupper is ferved up in the fame degree of hourly exactness. 
However, I recollect to have feen the latter meal poftponed for 
once in a very extraordinary manner. Some few years ago I 
called at the houfe of a near relation of mine with an inten- 
tion of taking a fupper with him: I knew his deftined hour to 
be ten o'clock. We fat together till my appetite prompted me 
to hint to him that I was iurprized to find his utual exactneis 
overturned ; for although the cloth was ready laid, the clock 
had {truck eleven without the appearance of any fupper. «© Ag 
‘© to the time of night you mutt be miftaken nephew, replied 
“he : My wife not being come home, I am convinced that it 
‘¢ cannot be ten o'clock. She knows my hour, and as an ex- 
« cellent and obedient wife will comply to it.” it was upon 
the ftroke of twelve before the Lady Wife rapt at the door, 
and then my kinfman with a very grave countenance, fent to 
let the cook know that he was impatient for {fupper, as it was 
ten o'clock. 

Tue fingular man without being effeminate in his perfon or 
manners, encroaches upon the province of females in many 
inftances, which poflibly is the caufe why the generality of 
fingular men are batchelors: They are afraid that a wife might 
not eafily conform to their rules and regulations; or might, 
by a proper, but difagreeable aflumption of power, diveft 
them of their occupations and employments. ‘They worthip 
the ladies as the Indians worfhip the Sun, with true adoration, 
but care mot to approach too near, leaft they fhould be burnt. 

Tue generality of fingular men are perfons of knowledge 
and abilities. Weak men dare not be fingular ; they may be 
odd, but they have not fufficient powers to {tem the torrent,of 
modes, cuftoms, and prejudices. Having no judgment of 


their own, they muft {wim with the tide, and hide their retro- 
gadations 
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gadations in holes and corners, amidft the fools that are their 
companions, and the knaves to whom they are a prey: While 
iingular men loudly boatt that all their a€tions are {quared by 
reaton: Perhaps they are, but it is a fort of reafon that differs 
from the reft of the world, and is peculiar to themfelves. 

Tue talents of fome fingular perfons have-been of the fu- 
perior kind, and an ornament to their country. Among. thefe 
Dr. Swift feems particularly diftinguifhed. An inftance or two 
of his fingularity may not be foreign to the prefent differtation. 
It was his cuftom, while dean of St. Patrick’s, to walk to the 
end of the town of Dublin, and there get up on horfeback. 
Two footmen attended him, one of whom he conftantly com- 
manded to carry one of his boots, and the other, another, to 
the place where he took horfe, “ Becaufe, faid he, if one man 
«« carried both my boots, his fellow-fervant would laugh at 
< him.” 

WHEN this incomparably fingular Dean rode out, it had 
been always his cuftom to put on the worft and moft paltry 
drefs that he had, becaufe, as he obferved, any clothes were 
good enough to pay a vilit to the rain and the duft. It was 
in one of thefe fhabby garbs that early in life he accidentally 
made an acquaintance with Dr. Garth, a genius as fingular as 
himicif. Swift came into Button’s coftee-houfe very diry and 
much covered with duft. Garth was at that moment writing 
a letter. The drefs and mean figure of Swift flrack him but 
he continued writing, and as foon as he had finithed, looking 
{neeringly in Swift's face, he faid, ** Matter parfon, can-you 
‘«« help me to a little fand, to fand my letter.” ** No really,’ re- 
«« plied Swift, I have no fand about me, but I have fome 
gravel, and if you pleafe 1 will p---s upon it.” From that 
moment a friendihip and intimacy began between thefe two 
fingular perfons, which lafted without interruption to the 
death of Dr. Garth. , 

_ I politics, as indeed in every thing, the fingular man is al: 
W vays a great reformer. He fees the errors of the high perfo- 
nages at the helm, and he tries to amend them: But the pre- 


fent noinifter has-been fo very unfavourable to his fpirit of re-— 


formation, that he has debarred him of the very power of 
finding fault. He has fmothered him with gofes; he has 
bound him in chains of filk ; and has forced him to join ‘with 
the whole nation in one continued chorus of applaute : So that’ 


unlefs the fubje@t of a court-martial had allowed a ‘tolerable 


topic of remarks and altercation ; fingularity itfelf muft have 


funk into oblivion, and perifhed like a drop of water in the fea. 
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One of my fricads, whom I have always placed in the fin- 
gular clafs, wrote to me laft weck in this manner: “ As to 
<« politics I have done with them ; I turn my thoughts en- 
<* tirely towards the ftudy of our native language; and I mutt 
«« pofitively infift that the orthographical method now made ufe 
« of is new, improper, and affected. I have at this moment 
** an author of the higheft repute lying before me, who prints 
«© thus: The book, at leaft the biftory that wants to be abridzed, 
«< does not deferve tobe RED. Heavens! What fpelling! Rep 
« I fuppofe is thus orthographized to avoid the word’s be- 
“ ing fpelt the fame as the prefent or future tenfe; but place 
‘* ane after read, and then the confufion is avoided. As for ex- 
« ample: I have read a book which I hope you will READE ; red 
«« being an adjeGtive appropriated to colour; a foreigner by 
* fuch an orthography can only be thrown from one confufion 
‘** into another. I have much more to fay on this fubje@, but 
** at prefent have only time to add that J /hall go immediately to 
** Bath to bathe.” Rather than ftand out, my friend, I find, 
will’play at very little game ; and rather than not be employed, 
is refolved to reform the alphabet. 


Servetur ad imum 


Qualis ab incepto procefferi et fibi conftet. 


I REMEMBER a fingular man who was remarkably fond of 
fine clothes. In his youth, when he could not afford lace, 
he bedaubed his perfon with tinfel ; but when in a maturer age 
he became mafter of a fortune, he never appeared unbe- 
diamoned, unembroidered, or unlaced. After a long illnefs, 
which he bore with great heroifm, his phyficians let him know 
that he muft die: “ With all my heart, faid he, provided that 
« I can die as I lived; take me out of my bed, and let me _ 
© be dreffed in my laft birth-day fuit.” His commands were 
obeyed; he was taken from his bed, his clothes and wig were 
put on, and he was laid upon a couch, where he {oon after- 
wards expired, in a brown velvet embroidered with gold. 

Tue demolition of party in politics has not been more fatal 
to fingularity, than the erazure of fuperftition in religion. 
Witches, aftrologers, fortune-tellers of every fort, feem to be 
drowned in the red fea. Even the high world below flairs drink 
their coffee without paying divine honours and implicit faith to 
the coffee grounds. I queftion whether the fecond fight in 
Scotland is not grown dim. It is certain that not acrooked pin 
has been vomitted for thefe laft feven years. No croaking fa- 
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mily ravens foretel the death of the ‘fquire or of his lady : 
Nor is her ladythip driven from the country to London by the 
rattling of chains, or the invifible tattoo of a pair of drum- 
fticks, Such incidents gave great occafion for fingularities in 
every family. Portents and omens made each perfon, who be- 
held them, imagine himielf remarkably dittinguithed by heaven, 
and cait, if not in a divine, in an uncommon mould. He 
thought himieif of importance even beyond the prefent world : 
And he filenced all attempts towards deriding apparitions by 
the ftory of the Witch of Endor in the Bible, and the ghott of 
Sir G, Villiers in the earl of Clarendon’s Hiftory. Tempora 
wutantur. Eyen dreams are loft; and unlefs you dream, Mr. 
Bufy Body, as your predeceflors have oiten done, I believe 
Morpheus will have iewer votaries thanever. Betty Canning 
with her penny tart, fuccceded by certain anonymous letters to 
the late D. of M. refreihed the dying embers of fingularity for 
fome time, and afforded very extraordinary arguments, that 
juft then might have made a figure in your Paper. But thefe 


things are no more. Canning is married in America; and 
the letter-wiiter will {carce think it worth his while to begin a 


correfpondence with the dead. Nor doI know among my nu- 
merous acquaintance any one man of fingular fuperftition except ie 
Tom Lippit. Tom kiffes every room, every entry, every , 
wall, every door, every tree that he comes near. The gcddefs 
Cloacina vows fhe was never {fo kifled in her life. By this 
means Tom gains a fure victory over every malignant aerial 
fpirit that is near him; and as foon as the kifling work is over, 
he becomes as agreeable and as facetious a companion as any I 
know of , but is always profoundly grave during the perform- 
ance of his falutations. 
SUPERSTITION overcome, what is left for fingularity ? 
_only a few pitiful vulgar deteftations ; fuch as the dreadful tre- 
mors at the fight of a fpider; the ficknefs from the 
fell of cheefe ; the inftantaneous horror at the crawling of a 
toad, or the fweating ficknets, occafioned by the moft hated 
and moft beloved of all animals, a cat. 

Or the cat-like terror I faw a moft tremendous inftance lati | 
Tuefday at my own houfe. I had inyited fome company to 
dinner to celebrate the cay, among whom was Lory Nerves, 
my wife’s coufin German. I knew his infuperable averfion to 
cats, and therefore had fent my three favourites, Vin, Needle, i) 
ana Pillow, to be kept ;rifoners at a Louie in Southwark, that , 
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é 
they might not be even on the fame fide the water with us: 


But as we were fitting after dinner round the drawing-room 
fire, in a chearful converfation concerning the miracubous con- 
quefts of the year, Lory fell into uncommon agitations and 
{weatings, and could only repeat faintly the word Cat, Cat. 
The whole houfe was immediately fearched for fome witch in 
difguife, who might poffibly have flided in through the key- 
hole: The fearch was to no purpofe : Not even the footiteps 
of a cat could be found. Lory {till continued convulled, ull 
my wife, who has more prefence of mind than myfelf, drew 
from behind the cheft of drawers our fon Ralph’s cat-ftick, and 
immediately threw it into a bonfire that was juft then beginning 
to be kindled before my door. The cat-{tick was fcarce finged 
by the flames, when our coufin Nerves began to recover, and 
by the help of fome hartihorn drops in his tea, continued very 


good company all the evening. I am, 
SIR, 


Your moft humble fervant, 


*," In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, Mr. 
Portincer, my publifher, at the Duxciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion 
to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden A/s in his fhop, 
to receive their offerings; and 1 doubt not but their contributions will make his 


Aj; as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence, 
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